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St. Vincent Athletic Program Goals

The SVS athletic program adheres to the basic tenets of the school's
philosophy. Guided by this philosophy, the athletic program's mission is:

1. To provide an avenue outside of the regular school day in which to
teach Catholic values and promote the Gospel message;

2. To provide witness to student athletes on Catholic values and
Gospel message;

3. To enhance the academic, social and spiritual development of our
students;

4. To foster an attitude of hope, selflessness, generosity and humility in
every student athlete;

5. To promote social, physical and emotional improvement in every
student athlete;

6. To teach student athletes how to deal with both success and
adversity in a Catholic manner

SVS Athletic Program Philosophy

Staff and Administration

The athletics at St. Vincent School provides an environment in which
effective role models can help mold students into responsible Christians.
The school administration and athletic staff will emphasize spiritual and
emotional growth as a primary goal and competition/winning as a
secondary one.
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cont. SVS Athletic Program Philosophy

Parents

The Declaration on Christian Education derived from Vatican II clearly
states that parents are "the first school of social virtues which every society
needs." Consequently, we believe that while it is the responsibility of the
administration and the athletic staff to be a Christian witness to student
athletes, it is ultimately the parents that must instill, and maintain, the
ideals which the SVS athletic program
seeks to promote.

Commitment

Students wishing to represent St. Vincent School as a St. Vincent Eagle
should be prepared to fully commit to the St. Vincent sport they wish to
play. When committing to play on a St. Vincent Elementary School
Athletic Team SVS team practices and games must be top priority.

Team Formation
In order to serve our SVS students who desire to commit to SVS athletics, in
a fair and consistent manner, the following guidelines will be used in
forming SVS athletic teams.

1. The school will publicize via flier and online team sign-ups and
deadlines, giving a minimum five day window for student athlete
sign-up.

2. At the end of the sign-up period, the roster generated from sign-ups
will be evaluated to determine team formation. (NOTE: There will be
no extended sign-up period after the close of the initial advertised
deadline.)

a. If enough students sign up, and commit, to a sport a SVS
Eagles team will be formed.

b. If there are not enough students signed up, and committed,
to the sport in question, a SVS Eagles team will not be
formed for that season in that particular year.
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3. In forming teams, there may be times when it is necessary to
combine grade levels to have the needed number of players to
compete. Students may be allowed to “play up” (i.e. play on a
team for a higher grade level) if, by doing so, it allows for an
increased number of SVS teams to be formed and/or it allows for
more students to have the opportunity to participate in the sport.

4. Final decisions concerning team formation, league participation
and all matters pertaining to athletics are contingent upon
administrative approval.

SVS Sports
The goal of the St. Vincent Eagles Athletic Program is to provide a wide
range of sports for both boys and girls. The following sports, and
approximate duration of seasons, will be offered during the _______ school
year if required numbers of athletes sign up to form teams:

August through October
Football
Volleyball

November through February
Boys and Girls Basketball

March through April
Boys and Girls Soccer

May through June
Boys and Girls Track

Structure of St. Vincent Elementary School Athletic Program

The Athletic Director leads the SVS Athletic Department and reports
directly to the Principal having final authority regarding athletic program
decisions. Decisions regarding all aspects of the St. Vincent Athletic
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cont. Structure of St. Vincent Elementary School Athletic Program

Program must go through the Athletic Director and the Principal. Coaches
will be hired for the athletic program. The Athletic Director and Principal
will educate all coaches in the philosophy and mission of the program. It is
the responsibility of the coaches to coach their teams holding the mission
and philosophy as top priority of the sport.

Tryouts

St. Vincent School Administrators along with the Athletic Director will make
the final determination on whether tryouts for a specific sport will take
place. No St. Vincent School coach may schedule tryouts without that
determination. In the event tryouts are necessary, the following protocol
will be followed by coaches:

1. Permission obtained by administration.
2. Dates and times of tryouts will be approved by the Athletic Director.
3. Sufficient notice of tryouts will be provided to parents and students
4. Final rosters will be provided to the SVS Athletic Director, following
tryouts.
5. SVS Athletic Director will email final rosters to parents of students who
participated in try-outs. NOTE: In the event that a St. Vincent Elementary
School coach is the parent of a player trying out for a team, the Athletic
Director will be present during that specific team tryout and assist in team
selection.

Competition and Playing Time

St. Vincent School has worked hard to establish a reputation for providing
students with every opportunity for academic success and spiritual
growth. As an extension of the classroom the athletic program’s ultimate
goal is to enhance these areas. The St. Vincent School athletic program’s
success will not be gauged by the number of wins and losses but by the
number of lessons learned, hearts touched and opportunities granted to
student athletes.
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cont. Competition and Playing Time

We believe a student’s self-esteem should not be gauged by the amount
of playing time he/she receives during games. Rather a student’s sense of
self-esteem is better tied to the contribution he or she makes to the
program in practice, in promoting teamwork and in his/her leadership – all
of which provide the foundation for real-life success.

Games/Practices
Any team event, including, but not limited to practices, scrimmages,
games and other formal team gatherings must be approved by the St.
Vincent Athletic Director and SVS Administration. None of the
aforementioned activities/events may take place on Sunday or other
recognized Holy Days of Obligation per policy of the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles. In addition, no such activities/events may be held on the day
before Thanksgiving, on Thanksgiving Day or during the Easter Triduum.

Athletic Fees and Funding
Individuals wishing to contribute to the athletic department should
contact the St. Vincent School Principal via e-mail or by calling
213-748-5367. Solicitations made to benefit SVS Athletics or any St. Vincent
entity must be approved, prior to the solicitation, by the SVS
Administration.

Athletic fees pay for league fees and other required athletic/sport supplies
and equipment. Athletic fees will be charged to the student athlete’s
family account through the TADS program “Sports Fee” account after
team try-outs and after rosters have been determined and posted. Fees
will be billed at the start of each season with notice being sent to the
billed party, from Mrs. Cardenas, Business Manager, stating the date of
withdrawal.

Athletic Fees (non-refundable) are as follows:
$50.00

Injuries/Accidents
If an injury or medical emergency occurs involving a student athlete that
appears serious, or life threatening, the attending coach will call an
ambulance and notify the athlete’s parents. The St. Vincent Principal, Vice
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cont. Injuries/Accidents

Principal, and Athletic Director will be notified as soon as possible. If an
injury occurs at a practice or game that is not serious, or life-threatening,
the coach will notify the parents immediately. If the accident results in
injury, whether on-campus or during the time frame of a scheduled
athletic event, coaches are responsible for completing the School
Accident Report as soon as the student athlete has been taken care of or
released to his/her parents. The Accident Report must be delivered to the
front office upon completion.

Practice and Game Schedules
The St. Vincent athletic calendar, which has “real time” information, may
be accessed on the school website.  Parents of student athletes should
refer to this calendar where accurate practice/game times and locations
will be recorded as soon as final decisions regarding change have been
made.

Travel
When traveling to games, athletes must ride with parents or a chaperone
approved by the parent.  Coaches and/or faculty members of SVS may
not give rides to any student other than their own to, or from, games or
practices.

STUDENT ATHLETES
St. Vincent School students who become part of a school athletic team
are representatives of the school and the school’s mission.  Each student
athlete is called to be a team player and serves as an example of good
sportsmanship in all interactions with teammates and student athletes
from all other teams they encounter.

St. Vincent students are reminded that becoming a St. Vincent Eagles and
playing on a St. Vincent School athletic team requires commitment. When
joining a St. Vincent sports team, it is understood that student athletes
place St. Vincent sports as priority over non-St. Vincent sports, activities
and functions. At any time a St. Vincent student athlete does not uphold
his/her commitment to the St. Vincent athletic team on which he/she
plays, the Athletic Director and Principal reserves the right to remove the
student athlete from his/her current team and deny the student athlete
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cont. STUDENT ATHLETES
permission to try out for future teams. Choosing to miss practices and/or
games to attend social activities, events, dance/gymnastic/piano lessons
and/or other non-St. Vincent athletic team practices are outward displays
of a lack of commitment to, and respect for, the St. Vincent athletic team
on which the student plays. At the beginning of each academic year, all
student athletes must undergo a complete physical and have a signed by
a licensed physician, on file with the Athletic Department in order to be
allowed to participate in any sport.

Academic Standards and Conduct Expectations
In addition to the expectations set forth for teamwork and sportsmanship,
student athletes must maintain his/her grades and be worthy of
representing St. Vincent School through a satisfactory conduct grade.
Trimester (including progress reports) review of grades will take place for
each sport, prior to try-outs as follows:
▪ Fall Sports – Football, Volleyball,– Previous year’s third trimester grades will
be reviewed.
▪ Winter Sports -- Basketball – Current year’s first trimester grades will be
reviewed
▪ Spring Sports – Soccer, Track and Field – Current year’s second trimester
grades will be reviewed. Students possessing one (1) “F” or two (2) “D’s”
and/or a conduct grade of C- or below during the designated trimester
review will not be allowed to try out for that season’s sport team(s).

Standards/Rules of Conduct
Coaches may set rules and standards of conduct within the parameters
of the school code of conduct. Any major discipline problems involving a
St. Vincent School student athlete at practices or athletic events will be
referred directly to the SVS Administration.  The administration reserves the
right to suspend or remove athletic privileges from any student athlete
who is observed committing any infraction deemed not in keeping with
the athletic and/or school mission statement during the school day, at
practice or at athletic events. All student athletes should:

1. Observe all school rules set forth in the student code of conduct at
athletic practices, competitions and events. These rules apply at all
times the student is at a school-sanctioned event or under the
supervision of a coach or faculty member.
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cont. Standards/Rules of Conduct

2. Dress in the proper game or practice uniform, as set forth in this
handbook and by team coaches, at all practices/games.

3. Practice good sportsmanship at all times in interacting with peers,
opposing team members, all coaches and referees.

4. Serve as a role model for other students and student athletes.
Student athletes are representatives of St. Vincent School and, as
such, student athletes’ conduct and attitude of student athletes is a
direct reflection of the school.

Attendance Standards
Students must be present at school for at least three and a half (3 ½) hours
to be eligible to participate in any athletic practice, competition or event
held on the same day. Exceptions to the attendance policy must be
made in the case of death of a student athlete’s immediate family
member and religious observances for immediate or extended family
members (i.e. funerals, prayer services, baptisms, weddings, etc.) If a
student is given a medical excuse from a licensed physician that excuses
them from Physical Education class, that same excuse will carry over to all
athletic practices and games during the time period designated in the
medical/physician’s excuse. During the designated time period, the
student athlete will not be allowed to practice or play in any games until
the designated time period ends.

Dress Code
In representing St. Vincent School as a student athlete, there is an
expectation of modesty and pride. For practice, clothing similar to the
school P.E. uniform is expected. No tight fitting clothing, make-up and/or
jewelry other than that outlined in the SVS Uniform Policy will be allowed
during practice or games. Students will receive a warning for the first
violation with subsequent violations resulting in removal from participation
in practices and/or games.

Policies for St. Vincent School Coaches
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cont. Dress Code
All coaches must:

Conduct two meetings throughout the season to review expectations and
keep parents informed of games, tournaments, etc.

In order to fulfill the mission of the St. Vincent School athletic program,
coaches must:

● Be of strong moral character
● Serve as Catholic role models
● Know, understand and enforce school codes of conduct
● Dress appropriately for all athletic events
● Pray with his/her team before and after each practice and game.
● Come to know and care about and encourage each athlete while

demanding his/her full effort
● Help mold each athlete into a responsible Christian In order to fulfill

the mission of the St. Vincent School athletic program, coaches must
not:

-Use profanity or vulgar language at any practice or game
● Become physical with, or demean, any athlete in any way
● Address any athlete(s) in a derogatory manner

It is the responsibility of all coaches for the St. Vincent School Athletic
Program to:

● Attend a meeting of coaches at the beginning of the school year
● Supervise and monitor student athletes during all practices,

tournaments and games.
● Supervise all student athletes until they are picked up following

practices, tournaments and games.
● Enforce student athlete dress code
● Notify parents of all details pertaining to tournaments including, but

not limited to, schedule of games, meeting time/place for first
game, meeting time/place for subsequent games

● Conduct an inventory of all uniforms and equipment for his/her
team at the beginning and end of the athletic season.

● Collect all uniforms and return, along with the end-of-season
inventory of equipment and schoolissued key, to SVS Athletic
Director no later than two days after the last game of the season.
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cont. It is the responsibility of all coaches for the St. Vincent School
Athletic Program to:

A coach may be relieved of his/her duties, without notice, if it is deemed
that his/her words and/or actions are not in keeping with the goals and
philosophy of the St. Vincent Athletic Program and/or the mission of St.
Vincent School.

Policies for Parents Communication
The success of the St. Vincent School Athletics program will be based on a
Catholic understanding of the school mission, athletic philosophy and
effective communication. The St. Vincent School Athletic Program and St.
Vincent Coaches will communicate:

● Expectations for the student athlete and team on which he/she
plays

● Disciplinary and academic standards
● Team requirements
● Location and time of all practices and games.
● The SVS Athletic “real-time” calendar contains the most current,

up-to-date information regarding practice and game times,
cancellations, etc. and can be accessed at: the school website

To ensure the success of the St. Vincent Athletics Program and effective
communication between St. Vincent School’s Athletic Program and
coaches, parents will be expected to provide:

● Notification of student illness or injury
● Advance notification of anticipated missed practices/games
● Advance notification if the parent/guardian is going to be late in

picking up a student after a game or practice.

Serving as a member of the St. Vincent School Athletic Staff requires a
tremendous commitment of time, effort and dedication. The St. Vincent
School Administration requests that this commitment be respected when
communication is initiated with SVS coaches by using the following
protocol when communicating with members of the athletic staff:
Appointments with coaches must be scheduled through the SVS Athletic
Director. If there is a disagreement between a coach and
parent/guardian that must be discussed, a 24 hour “wait period” is
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cont. Policies for Parents Communication
required before meeting with and/or speaking with a coach so that any
possibility of negative impact on the student athlete may be avoided. No
SVS coach should ever be confronted before, during or after a practice or
game by any adult member of the St. Vincent School community.

● If a confrontation and/or communication inappropriate to the St.
Vincent School mission and/or SVS athletic philosophy is ever
initiated by a St. SVS parent/guardian, that parent/guardian may be
suspended from one or more games OR from the remaining games
of the season dependent on severity of confrontation as determined
by SVS Athletic Director and Administration.

● In cases where a meeting with a coach is requested, or deemed
necessary, the Athletic Director and/or Principal conduct the
meeting.

● Matters considered appropriate to discuss in meetings with coaches
are:

a. Matters considered appropriate to discuss with coaches are:
1) Emotional and physical treatment of the child
2) Positive methods of developing athletic skill
3) Concerns about student behavior
b. Matters considered inappropriate to discuss with coaches are:
1) Amount of playing time
2) Team strategy
3) Play calling
4) All matters pertaining to other children on the team

NOTE: All aforementioned matters are based on the expertise and
professional judgment of the coach.

Ejections
Parents who are ejected from games are subject to suspension from
future games, as determined by St. Vincent School Administration and/or
CYO league director.
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Emergency Information
In order for the St. Vincent Athletic Director, School and coaches to
communicate effectively and/or be able to contact parents in case of
emergency, parents must maintain current contact information in TADS
which includes, but is not limited to, home address and telephone
numbers, most current email address and emergency contact
information.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR PARENTS:
● Parents are responsible for supervising their children/student athletes

during long breaks during tournaments. Your child, the student
athlete, must report to his/her coach before leaving the tournament
location.

● All students must be picked up on time from practice and games so
that SVS coaches are not inconvenienced and kept away from their
families any longer than necessary.

The parent/Guardian Honor Code and Student Athlete Code MUST be
read, signed, detached and returned to the SVS Athletic Director before
an athlete is allowed to participate as a member of any St. Vincent
School Athletic team/sport.

Parent Honor Code:

Children learn and model the behavior of their primary caregivers.  If
every effort is made on the parents of the coaches and parents to be
Catholic role models to the children in their care, these children will
experience the great gifts God has given them and use these gifts to
become better athletes and, more importantly, better Catholics.

I therefore agree that:

● I will remember that children participate to have fun and that
athletic games are for youth, not adults.

● I will inform the coach of any physical disability or ailment that may
affect the safety of my child or the safety of others

● I (and my guest) will be a positive role model for my child and
encourage sportsmanship by showing respect and courtesy, and by
demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, officials, and
spectators at every game, practice, or other sporting event
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cont. Parent Honor Code:
● I (and my guest) will not engage in any kind of unsportsmanlike

conduct with any officials, coach, player, or parent such as
:booing” or taunting, refusing to shake hands: and /or using profane
language and/or gestures

● I will not encourage any behaviors or practices that would
endanger the health and the well-being of the athletes

● I will teach my child to play by the rules and resolve conflict without
resorting to hostility or violence

● I will demand that my child treat other players, coaches, officials
and spectators with respect regardless of race, creed, color,
gender, or ability

● I will emphasize to my child that doing one’s best is more important
than winning, so that my child will never feel defeated by the
outcome of a game or his/her performance

● I will never ridicule or raise my voice to my child or any other
participant for making a mistake or losing a competition

● I will respect the officials and their authority during games and will
never question, discuss, or confront coaches at the game but rather
will take time to speak with coaches and agree upon time and
place.

I also understand that if I fail to abide by the aforementioned rules and
guidelines I will be subject to disciplinary action that could include, but is
not limited to, the following:

1. Verbal warning by officials, coaches, and the school
2. Suspension from game where violation occurs with written

documentation of incident kept on file by organization involved with
potential for suspend from future games a possibility

3. Written warning
4. Game forfeiture by coaches or as dictated by officials
5. Suspension for remainder of the season

Student Athlete Honor Code
As a student athlete, I understand my responsibilities for participating in
the St. Vincent School athletic program.  I also understand the
consequences for violating any of the expectations outlined in this
contract.
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As a student athlete, I pledge to:
● Live the Gospel message in all my actions as an athlete
● Be an ambassador of St. Vincent School and represent the school

with Christians charity, dignity, and honor
● Communicate my sports schedule well in advance to my parents

and teachers
● Give my coach notice of any commitments well in advance if the

commitment conflicts with the team schedule
● Discuss issues of concern with my coaches, team captain and

parents before the become a problems
● Maintain academic and conduct eligibility
● Abide by all the training rules set forth by my coach, the athletic

director and St. Vincent School.
● Make a commitment to my teammates and coaches to continually

strive to contribute to the program and exercise responsible
sportsmanship.
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2333 S. Figueroa St.
Los Angeles, CA 90007

https://school.stvincentla.net/

We____________________________________________________________________
Student Athlete and parent (s)

Have read, understand, and agree to abide by all that is set forth in the St.
Vincent Parent/Guardian Honor Code and the Student Athlete Honor
Code.  We have read and discussed the rules and policies set forth in this
handbook with our child(ren) and by signing this form, all
(parent/guardian and student athlete(s)) agree to abide by those same
rules and policies.  We also understand that this form must be signed by
both parents/legal guardians and, in the case of a blended family, all
parents must sign.

_________________________________ ________________
Signature of student athlete Date

_________________________________ ________________
Signature of Parent/Guardian Date

_________________________________ ________________
Signature of Parent/Guardian Date
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